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INTRODUCTION
Учебное пособие предназначает-

ся для студентов-юристов, уровень
подготовки: бакалавриат, специали-
тет, магистратура; а также для сту-
дентов, обучающихся по программе
дополнительной квалификации «Пе-
реводчик в сфере профессиональ-
ной коммуникации».

Пособие содержит материалы по
следующим тематическим блокам:
право и его источники, конституци-
онное и административное право,
международное право, право Евро-
союза, экологическое законодатель-
ство, гражданское право и процесс,
право собственности и имуществен-
ное планирование, семейное право,
формы предпринимательства, тру-
довое право, агентские взаимоот-
ношения, договорное право, прода-
жа товаров, денежные отношения,
страхование и налогообложение, де-
ликтное право, уголовное право и
процесс, средства доказывания и
расследование, обеспечение нацио-
нальной безопасности, полицейские

силы, судоустройство, арбитраж и
урегулирование споров, профессия
юриста и юридическое образование.

Наглядные материалы, пред-
ставленные в учебном пособии, при-
званы помочь студентам не только
овладеть ключевыми понятиями и
категориями, сложившимися в анг-
лоязычной правовой культуре, но и
усовершенствовать навыки обра-
ботки профессионально значимой
информации на английском языке,
представленной в таблицах, схемах
и рисунках. Эти образовательные
материалы подобраны из различных
англоязычных печатных и элек-
тронных источников с целью созда-
ния у студентов-юристов, изучаю-
щих профессиональный иностран-
ный язык, целостной и более полной
картины правовой действительно-
сти в странах изучаемого языка.
Основные источники информации,
использованные при создании дан-
ного учебного пособия, указаны в
виде ссылок на стр. 252.
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Definition of the Term ‘Law’

Functions of Law

keep the
peace promote

fairness and
social justice

represent the will of
the majority and

protect  the rights
of minorities

promote order
and stability and

maintain the
status quo

provide for
orderly social

change

promote
desirable social
and economic

behavior

provide for the
authorisation and

recognition of
legitimate authority
and the legal system

itself structure and
enforce social,
economic, and

political hierarchy

provide
mechanisms for

facilitating
interpersonal
relationships

provide means
of resolving

disputes

specify the
situations in which a

person may be
legally liable for his
acts or omissions

Law is the set of rules
and philosophies used to
administer justice.

Law is a body of rules of
action or conduct pre-
scribed by controlling au-
thority, and having bind-
ing legal force. That which
must be obeyed and fol-
lowed by citizens subject
to sanctions or legal con-
sequence is a law.

Law can be defined as
a body of enforceable
rules governing rela-
tionships among indi-
viduals and between
individuals and their
society.

Law is a formal mechan-
ism of governmental so-
cial control.

Law is the data which
it is the lawyer’s task
to analyze and order.

Law is a classification of
enforceable standards
adopted by those in au-
thority to govern the be-
havior of a civilization.

Law is a system
made up of a set of
legal norms and gen-
eral opinions.

Law is a system that
determines what cate-
gory of conduct is ac-
ceptable among
people, within a socie-
ty, and within a state.

Law is the foundation of
central structures of so-
cial life; a set of processes
and procedures on which
society’s very integrity
depends.

Law is the regulation
and expression of
communities.

LAW
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Legal Systems of the World167

LEGAL
SYSTEM DESCRIPTION
Civil Law The civil law system is the most widespread legal system in the world. The

distinguishing feature of the civil law system is that its legal authority is
organized into written codes. The civil law system is derived from Roman
law and is found in much of continental Europe, Central America, South
America, and several other regions. Civil Law can be subdivided into three
distinct groups:

• French Civil Law: France, the Benelux countries, Italy, Spain, and
their former colonies;

• German Civil Law: Germany, Austria, Croatia, Switzerland, Rus-
sia, Greece, Portugal, etc.;

• Scandinavian Civil Law: Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and
Iceland.

Common
Law

In contrast to the codified laws of the civil law system, doctrines and rules
developed over time by judges serve as "legal precedent" in the common
law system. The common law system is derived from the English common
law and is found in many parts of the English speaking world such as the
United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, Canada, and other coun-
tries.

Religious
Law

The religious law system is a legal system that is based on religious be-
liefs or texts. The main religious laws are Sharia in Islam, Halakha in Ju-
daism, and Canon Law in Christianity. Islamic law (or Sharia law) is the
most widespread religious law system, and it governs all aspects of public
and private life. Islamic law systems are found throughout Africa, the
Middle East, Central Asia, and South Asia, and their laws widely vary
among Muslim countries.

Mixed
Law

Mixed law refers to a combination of elements of the legal systems de-
scribed above. Plural legal systems are particularly common in former co-
lonies, where the law of a former colonial authority may exist alongside
with more traditional legal systems. Legal pluralism also occurs when dif-
ferent laws govern different groups within a country. For example, in In-
dia and Tanzania, there are special Muslim courts that address concerns
in Muslim communities by following Islamic law principles and secular
courts deal with the issues of other communities.

Civil Law
Common Law
Religious Law
Mixed Law
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Main Branches of Law (Civil Law and Common Law Systems)88

civil law – континентальное право, романо-германское право (в противоположность англосаксонскому праву)
common law – общее (обычное) право; некодифицированное или прецедентное право, англосаксонское право (в противопо-

ложность романо-германскому, или континентальному, праву)

Constitutional
Law

Administrative
Law

Criminal
Law

Tax
Law

Law of
Property

Law of
Succession

Law of
Obligations

Family
Law

Employment
Law

Commercial
Law

Private
International

Law

Etc.

Civil Code
(Civil Law Jurisdictions)

Contract Tort

Merchants
(civil law)

Commercial
Register
(civil law)

Sale
of Goods

Banking Insurance
Law

Law of
Business

Organisations

Intellectual
Property

Agency Bankruptcy,
etc.

Commercial Code
(Civil Law Jurisdictions)

Antitrust
Law

Environmental
Law

LAW

Private
individual/individual

Public
state/individual
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Overview of Sources of Law in the UK108

primary legislation – первичное законодательство (законодательные акты, принимаемые непосредственно парламен-
том в форме статутов; в отличие от законодательных актов, принимаемых другими органами, которым парла-
мент делегирует право принимать нормативные акты)

secondary legislation – вторичное законодательство (законодательные акты, принимаемые не парламентом, а орга-
нами законодательной власти меньшего значения, или органами исполнительной власти, которым парламент
делегирует право принимать нормативные акты)

5. European Union Law:
When the UK was a part
of the EU the European
institutions served as an
important source of laws
for the UK in certain, de-
fined areas

1. Primary Legislation:
Also known as statute,
primary legislation is
enacted by Parliament

2. Secondary Legislation:
Also known as delegated leg-
islation; this is made by a
body other than Parliament,
but under Parliament’s au-
thority. It normally takes
three forms: Bylaws, Statu-
tory Instruments and Orders
in Council

3. Case Law: Also commonly
known as ‘judge-made’ law, as
it comes from decisions made
by the courts. Where case law
and legislation conflict, legisla-
tion will take primacy

4. Custom: A source of
law that is now of little
modern significance

OVERVIEW
OF SOURCES

OF LAW14
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Legislative Process in the UK108

Introduction: Most new legislation is introduced by the government as a re-
sult of policy decisions. However, legislation can be introduced by a Member of
Parliament (MP) or peer (a member of the House of Lords). This flowchart concen-
trates on legislation introduced by the government but a similar process will be
followed for legislation introduced by others.

Consultation stages: Consultations allow the opportunity for interested parties to
provide their comments on legislative proposals. While the following stages are
commonly employed, and provide an opportunity to influence future legislation, they
are optional:
(i) Green Paper: a consultation paper may be issued; interested parties are consulted.
As a result:
(ii) White Paper: sets out proposals for change.
Draft Bill prepared: undertaken by specialist lawyers.

Passage of a Bill: The following stages are a requirement if a Bill is to become law:
(i) First Reading: comprises a formal introduction. Long title of Bill will be read out but
no opportunity for debate is provided. Completion of this stage allows a Bill to be
printed.
(ii) Second Reading: MPs discuss the main principles of a Bill. MPs may vote at the end
of this stage, particularly if a Bill is controversial.
(iii) Committee stage: Bill is considered by a committee of MPs. Amendments may be
proposed and voted on.
(iv) Report stage: Bill, with amendments or changes, is 'reported' to the House. All MPs
can review the amended Bill.
(v) Third reading: MPs debate and vote on the Bill in its final form.

Transfer to the House of Lords: If a Bill begins in the House of Commons - and is
approved - it is then sent to the House of Lords, where it goes through the same stages.
If the Lords make changes to a Bill, it returns to the Commons for MPs to consider any
amendments. Both the Commons and Lords must agree on the final Bill before it can
become law. If the Bill is a Finance Bill, the legislation can be passed after a year even if
the House of Lords is opposed to it.

Royal Assent: Once approval has been obtained from both the Commons and Lords,
the Bill will require the approval of the monarch - called ‘Royal Assent'. The monarch
provides approval on the advice of ministers. Once assent has been provided, the Bill
then becomes law (on a specified date) and is described as an Act of Parliament.

optional – используемый по выбору, дискреционный
Green Paper – Зеленая книга (официальный документ, содержащий ситуацию по оп-

ределенному вопросу; представляется парламенту для обсуждения; называется
по цвету обложки)

White Paper – Белая книга (официальный документ по какому-л. вопросу; обычно
разъясняет планы перед введением нового закона)

Reading – чтение в парламенте (стадия прохождения законопроекта в каждой из палат)
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